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PEOPLE ON
THE MOVE

Curtis Faulkner
was appointed to
the Special School
District Board of
Education. He is a
longtime volunteer
of the Hazelwood
School District and
has served on many
Curtis flifi‘crgnl cnmmittf:cs
Faulkner including, budgeting,
redistricting, public
relations, and
strategic planning. He has been an
active volunteer for 19 years. He is the
founding executive director and CEO
of the Juneteenth Heritage & Jazz
Festival Inc.
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As 1See It - A Forum for Community Issues

We cannot settle
for the status quo

By Brian Williams resources to the commuruty public schools provide better
For The St. Louis American by advocatng for physicaland  K-12 educadon and resources
mental health facihities geared for STEAM programs and

I grew up in Ferguson with toward underserved populagons  to encourage major regional
very humble begiungs. I and children. I also served as employers to invest in our
leamead firsthand that the path- the Affordable Care Act coordi- school systems to create pipe-
way to success was filled with  nator under the Obama admin-  Lines from the classroom to a
undue obstacles for many peo- isration. career feld.
ple. Staggening socio-economic My dedication to the com- I will conamee to work
dispanities — ranging from the nuputy deeply stems from my toward better access to qual-
achievement gap, wage 2ap, mother and grandparents. I ity health care for all Missouri
and recidivism and the Delmar come from a residents. I will continue to
and Olive divides — are all proud union serve as a board director for
symptoms of a larger regional fanuly. My People’s Health Centers and
problem. grandfather make sure we're providing

Too often, minoritges in our served his affordable care for mothers and
community are overlooked and country and their children. I will serve as a
feel they do not have a voice in taught me that  coalidon-builder, working with
Jefferson City that represents to be a man I businesses to promote job cre-
their interests. It's ame for that must lead. I ation and job trabung. It's ame
to change. North County needs . .~ mustuplifithe  to retool workers and make our
aleaderwhoisnotcomeentwith —_____—~ womeninour  commurites thrive again.
only having a position or title. Brian community We cammot sette for the sta-
Greater St. Louis needs acivil  Williams and leave this s quo. We cannot sleep on the
servant with a fresh perspectve world bettsr job. It’s tme to wake up, get
and who understands the issues than the way I  up, get energized and make our
both on the soeet and in the inbenited it. My grandmocher, voices beard in Jefferson City
boardroom. the first Afncan-Amenican on August 7.

I have fought for lower- woman to gam an intematonal Brian Williams, a congres-
income fapulies and the work- post in UAW Local 136, taught  siomal siaffer US. Rep. Wm.
ing class since I started my aca- me accmmnbalny My mother Lacy Clay, is running for
demic and professional careers. ~ - : : Missouni Siate Senate in the
I have worked to commect 14th Disarict in the Augusr 7
thousands of under- and unem- Democratic primary.

ployed residents with regional

I am ready r.oﬁght o ernsum

employers. I helped bning
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